
COLLEGIUM BUDAPEST 
Events From January 2007 to July 08 

 
1. FELLOW SEMINARS  
 
ROLF HOEKSTRA  
Professor of Genetics at Wageningen University, The Netherlands. 
Sociomicrobiology.11 January 2007 
 
GERGELY ROMSICS  
Assistant Lecturer at the Department of Social Sciences, Kodolányi János University College, 
Székesfehérvár.  
’International Politics – International Poetics’, US Realist Critiques of Weimar Political 
Thought. 25 January 2007 
 
IVANKA PETKOVA  
Chair Person and Chief Executive Director, Economic Policy Institute, Sofia, Bulgaria. 
Monetary Regime Adjustments in the Context of EU Accession. The Case of South-Eastern 
Europe. 1 February 2007 
 
CATHERINE HOREL   
Assistant Professor at IRICE (CNRS), University of Paris-I-Sorbonne, France. 
Multiculturalism in the urban centres of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, 1848-1918. 15 
February 2007 
 
EDINA BERLINGER 
Associate Professor at the Institute of Finance, Corvinus University of Budapest. 
A Joint Model of Student Loan and Pension Systems. 22 February 2007  
 
THOMAS COOPER 
Former Fellow of the Center for Comparative Literature and Society at Columbia University. 
Translating and the Rewriting of Culture. 8 March 2007 
 
GÁBOR SZABÓ 
Former Post-Doc. Fellow of Physics, University of Notre-Dame, IN, U.S.A. 
Social Networks at your Fingertips: Barely any Secrets since We Went Mobile.22 March 2007 
 
ANNA SOMFAI  
Visiting Professor at the Department of Medieval Studies, CEU, Budapest. 
Visual Thinking or Creative Copying? The Nature of Imaging Medieval Manuscripts.29 
March 2007 
 
STEFAN THURNER 
Associate Professor at the Medical University of Vienna. 
Towards a Physics of Evolution? 12 April 2007 
 
WALTER DE BACK  
M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence, Utrecht University, The Netherlands. 
Modelling Biocomplexity: a Step Beyond Emergence. 19 April 2007 
 
ZSOLT FREI  
Professor of Astrophysics at the Institute of Physics, ELTE, Budapest. 
Stereo Visualization System at the Visualization Center of Eötvös University. 26 April 2007 
 



MÁTÉ LENGYEL  
Postdoctoral Research Fellow at Gatsby Computational Neuroscience Unit, University 
College London, UK and will soon take up a lectureship at Computational and Biological 
Learning Lab, Department of Engineering, University of Cambridge, United Kingdom 
Emergent memories: matching storage and recall - in search of lost time. 3 May 2007 
 
1:ZSUZSANNA TÖRÖK and JOHN NEUBAUER  
1: Research Fellow, Academic Coordinator, CEU, Budapest 
2: Professor and Chair of Comparative Literature, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
Introducing the project: 
Between Home and Host Cultures: Twentieth-Century East European Writers in Exile 
Research project funded by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, organized in cooperation with the 
Pasts Inc. Institute for Historical Studies, CEU.10 May 2007 
 
SERGIO BRANCIAMORE  
Post-Doc. Researcher at University of Florence 
Looking for the cradle of life. 17 May 2007 
 
ANTONIO BODINI  
Department of Environmental Sciences, University of Parma, Italy 
Understanding causes and effects in ecosystems through qualitative modelling. 31 May 2007 
 
JÓZSEF FISER 
Assistant Professor at Center for Complex Systems and Department of Psychology, Brandeis 
University, Waltham, MA, U.S.A. 
The way we see, the way we think, the way we dream. 7 June 2007 
 
SUSAN RUBIN SULEIMAN  
C. Douglas Dillon Professor of the Civilization of France and Professor of Comparative 
Literature at Harvard University 
Writing and Internal Exile in Eastern Europe: The Example of Imre Kertész. 14 June 2007 
 
DARKO SUVIN  
Professor Emeritus at McGill University, Montreal, QC, Canada and Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada 
Displaced Persons Exile, Intellectuals. 18 June 2007 
 
SERGIO GIANNOBILE 
Research fellow of ancient Roman history at University of Palermo, Italy 
Spiritual and Physical Afflictions in the Epigraphic and Archaeological Documents of Late 
Antiquity. 21 June 2007 
 
MARGARET DIKOVITSKAYA 
Landsdowne Chair of Art History at University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
Arguing with the Photograph 28 June 2007 
   
MARCEL CORNIS-POPE 
Professor of English and Comparative Literature, Virginia Commonwealth University, 
Richmond, Virginia, U.S.A. 
National Literatures and Exilic Revisions: Towards a Polycentric Concept of East-Central 
European Literary Cultures. 25 July 2007 
 
 
 
 



GYÖRGY KAMPIS  
Professor of History of Science, Department of Philosophy of Science, ELTE, Budapest 
Feedback Self-organization, or, Think outside the box, but how? 25 October 2007 
 
ALFRED RIEBER  
Professor Emeritus at the University of Pennsylvania, PA, USA and Professor of History at 
CEU, Budapest 
Struggle Over the Eurasian Borderlands and the Origins of the Cold War.8 November 2007 
 
MARCIN KRÓL  
Professor of Political Philosophy, Warsaw University, Poland. 
The Dark Side of Human Nature. 15 November 2007 
 
VASSILIS PETSINIS  
Research Fellow of Political Science, Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia. 
Yugoslav Myths. 22 November 2007 
 
1: JOHN NEUBAUER & 2: KSENIA POLOUEKTOVA 
1:Professor and Chair of Comparative Literature, University of Amsterdam, The Netherlands 
2: Ph.D. Student of History, CEU, Budapest 
Series of presentations by the Focus Group "East-European Literary Exile in the Twentieth 
Century" 
HOMECOMING: A SOCIAL PROCESS AND TOPIC OF REFLECTION. 1.Exile: Home of 
the Twentieth Century, 2. Women’s Narratives of Exile and Homecoming in late twentieth-
century East/Central Europe: Susan Rubin Suleiman and Eva Hoffman. 29 November 2007.   
 
WALTER DE BACK & SERGIO BRANCIAMORE  
M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence, Utrecht University, The Netherlands. 
How to find two needles in a haystack (with a blindfold)? – Evolving cooperation in an RNA 
world. 5 December 2007 
 
1: CAMELIA CRACIUN & 2: NEIL STEWART 
1: Ph.D. student of Comparative Literature, CEU, Budapest 
2:Assistant Prof. of Comparative Literature, University of Bonn, Germany 
Series of presentations by the Focus Group "East-European Literary Exile in the 
Twentieth Century" 
THE POLITICS OF EXILE 1. Institutionalizing Human Voice: Monica Lovinescu at Radio 
Free Europe. 2.“We did not want an émigré journal”. Pavel Tigrid and Sv

�
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December 2007  
 
1: KATARZYNA JERZAK & 2:THOMAS COOPER 
1: Associate Prof. of Comparative Literature, University of Georgia, Athens, GA, U.S.A. 
2:Post-Doc. Fellow of Literature at Columbia University, NYC, NY, U.S.A. 
Series of presentations by the Focus Group "East-European Literary Exile in the 
Twentieth Century" 
THE ETHOS OF EXILE. 1. Life in Translation: Exile in the Autobiographical Works of 
Andrzej Bobkowski and Kazimierz Brandys. 2. Herta Müller: Between Myths of Belonging. 
11 December 2007 
 
MASSIMO DI GIULIO 
Professor of Genetics at the Institute of Genetics and Biophysics „Adriano Buzzati Traverso”, 
CNR, Naples, Italy 
The Origin of the tRNA Molecule. 12 December 2007 
 



MIKLÓS CS RÖS 
Professor at Université de Montréal, Department of Computer Science and Operations 
Research, Canada. 
Anarchy in the genome: parasites, junk and decay. 10 January 2008 
 
JULIETTE GUILBAUD  
Research Fellow at the Institut d’histoire moderne et contemporaine, CNRS-École normale 
supérieure, Paris 
Networks and “mediatization” of a Catholic movement in 17th and 18th Century Europe: Latin 
as a vehicle for Jansenist publications 17 January 2008 
 
ANGEL VALENTINOV ANGELOV 
Professor of the Theory of Visual Culture of Europe, South-Western University of „Neophyte 
Rilski”, Blagoevrad, Bulgaria. 
Social presences of the visual image 24 January 2008 
 
MÀRTA ABRUSÀN 
Post-Doc at the Institut Jean-Nicod, CNRS-École normale supérieure, Paris (2008-2009)  
Questions and contradictions in natural language 31 January 2008 
 
ANTHONEY BRÄCKEN 
Professor of Mathematical Physics at the University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia. 
From Guido d'Arezzo to Wigner of Budapest: The uncertainty principle and musical notation. 
14 February 2008 
 
TAMÁS KANYÓ 
Assistant Professor of History at the Eszterházy College, Eger, Hungary 
Possibilities of the Civil Sphere Behind the Iron Curtain, Especially in the People’s Republic 
of Hungary (1975-1985) 21 February 2008 
 
VASSILIS PETSINIS 
Research Fellow of Political Science at the Institute for European Studies and International 
Relations, Comenius University, Bratislava, Slovakia. 
Serbs and Ethnic Hungarians in Vojvodina: Ethnic Conflict Placed within a Framework 
beyond Groupism 28 February 2008 
 
SZABOLCS MÁRKA 
Assistant Professor of Experimental Astrophysics and Gravitational Wave Physics at 
Columbia University, NYC, NY, U.S.A. 
Astrophysical Results to Future Measurements with Gravitational-wave Observatories 
6 March 2008 
 
GYULA  P.  SZOKOLY 
Affiliated with the Eötvös University, Budapest, Max-Planck-Institute für extraterrestrische 
Physik, Garching bei München, Germany, is a Sloan Digital Sky Survey builder and a Polányi 
Fellow at Collegium Budapest. 
Life, Universe, Everything – the physicist’s point of view 
3 April 
 
LIBORA OATES-INDRUCHOVÁ 
Marie Curie Fellow at the Collegium Budapest and teaches in the Department of Sociology of 
Masaryk University in Brno, Czech Republic. 
The Eye of Sauron or the Enemy Within? :  
Ideological Regulation of Social Sciences and Humanities in the Czech Republic in 1969-
1989. 17 April 2008 



 
EÖRS SZATHMÁRY 
Member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Professor of Biology at ELTE, and 
Permanent Fellow of Collegium Budapest. 

 ECAgents: (Embodied and Communicating Agents) 24 April 2008 
 

ANDERS BLOMQVIST 
Doctoral student in History, Södertörn University College, Stockholm University, Stockholm, 
Sweden (March 2008 – July 2008) 
Development and Economic Nationalism in Hungary and Romania  1867-1944. A 
Comparative Case Study on Szatmár - Satu Mare. 7 May 2008 

 
GÁBOR VATTAY 
Professor of Physics and Head of the Department of Physics of Complex Systems at ELTE, 
Budapest. 
EVERGROW (Ever-growing global scale-free networks, their provisioning, repair and unique 
functions), an FP6 Project – Summary. 15 May 2008 

 
DR. AXEL GOSSERIES 
Permanent Research Fellow at Fund for Scientific Research (FRS-FNRS, Belgium) and 
Professor at the Universities of Louvain and St.Louis (Brussels). He is based at the Chaire 
Hoover d'éthique économique et sociale (UCL, Belgium). 
Elements of a political philosophy of the firm. 22 May 2008 
 
DR. ALVARO MORENO 
Professor of Logic and Philosophy of Science at University of the Basque Country, Spain. 
What is Cognition? 28 May 2008 
 
METIN KUNT 
Professor of History at the Faculty of Art and Social Sciences, Sabanci University, Istanbul, 
Turkey. 
How to become a sultan. 29 May 2008 
 
CHRISANTHA FERNANDO  
Marie Curie Fellow at Collegium Budapest where he works with Prof. Eors Szathmary. He is 
partly based at the Department of Mathematical Biology at the Medical Research Council’s 
National Institute for Medical Research in Mill Hill, London. He is also a fellow in the Centre 
for Computational Neuroscience and Robotics at the University of Sussex, Brighton 
Can single-celled organisms learn? 5 June 2008 
 
HEDWIG RÖCKELEIN 
Professor of Medieval History at the University of Göttingen, Germany 
Female Scholarship in the Middle Ages 19 June 2008 
 
CATHERINE HOREL 
Research director at the French Center for Scientific Research (CNRS), University of Paris I 
(Senior fellow at Collegium Budapest 2007-2008). 
 
HANNA SZEMZ  
Sociologist at the Metropolitan Research Institute in Budapest and PhD student at the 
Department of History, CEU (Junior fellow at Collegium Budapest May-June 2008) 
 
 
 



GÁBOR SOÓS 
Heritage / International Relations Officer at the Hungarian National Office of Cultural 
Heritage (Fellow at Collegium Budapest May-June 2008) 
The Budapest Urban Observatory: a bridge between practice and research 25 June 2008 
 
 
2. FOCUS GROUPS 

East-European Literary Exile in the Twentieth Century Focus Group funded by the Fritz 
Thyssen Foundation, organised in cooperation with the Pasts Inc. Institute for Historical 
Studies, Central European University Project leaders are Neubauer, John (University of 
Amsterdam) and Török, Zsuzsanna (Pasts, Inc., CEU). Participants: Cooper, Thomas; 
(Literature); Craciun, Camelia (Literature); Jerzak, Katarzyna (Comparative Literature); 
Polouetkova, Ksenia (History) and Stewart, Neil (Comparative Literature). January 2007 – 
December 2007 

Philosophy and Praxis of Complex Systems Focus Group pursued within the framework of 
'QosCosGrid': (Quasi-Opportunistic Supercomputing for Complex Systems in Grid 
Environments) financed by the European Commission's FP6 Framework Programme. 
Convener: György Kampis  (philosophy of science). Participants: László Gulyás (Computer 
Science), Walter de Back (Cognitive Artificial Intelligence), Sándor Soós (Philosophy of 
Science), and Gábor Szemes (Computer Science). January 2007 - December 2009  

 
3. WORKSHOPS & CONFERENCES 
 
”Art and Fact/Record and Representation in Contemporary History”  conference 
organised together with the Open Society Archives and Pasts, Inc. Institute of Historical 
Studies, CEU, and funded by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation. 8-9 February 2007 
 
”Cultural versus National Borders”  conference and exhibition as part of the project 
EUROPE NOW | EUROPE NEXT (EU Kultúra 2000 Program), organised by ’House of 
World Cultures’, Berlin. 9-20 February 2007 
 
„Nations and Their Others: The Finns and the Hungarians in the Twentieth Century”. 
Introductory seminar on a project supported by the Academy of Finland, Collegium Helsinki 
and Collegium Budapest. 23 February 2007 
 
„From Molecular Informatics to Bioinformatics”  international symposium organised by 
Paul G. Mezey, Canada, Collegium Budapest External Faculty. 19-21 March 2007 
 
Meeting of the Directors of SIAS (Some Institutes for Advanced Study). 14-17 June 2007 
 
Workshop on Urbanism A presentation and two roundtable discussions, as a preliminary 
event to the establishment of the Centre for Urbanism in Budapest in autumn 2007. 28 June 
2007 
 
TECT Launch Conference 
ESF EUROCORES Programme TECT (The Evolution of Cooperation and Trading). 4-7 July 
2007 
 
Higher Education Seminar 
Higher Education in Hungary and the Bologna Process.17 July 2007 
 



The European Complexity Landscape, Complexity-NET Workshop 
Complexity-NET is a European Network for the Coordination of Complexity Research and 
Training Activities. 1-2 November 2007 
 
Conference of the ’Liberty Fund’ organized by Former Collegium Fellow John Kékes, 
University at Albany (State University of New York). Liberty Fund, Inc. is a private, 
educational foundation. 9-10 November 2007 
 
Workshop with Frank Baron: Research on German and East-Central European 
Literary Exile at the Max Kade Center for German-American Studies  
Frank Baron is Professor of German, Director of the Max Kade Center for German-American 
Studies, Department of Germanic Languages and Literatures, University of Kansas. WS 
related to the Focus Group on East-European Literary Exile in the Twentieth Century. 11 
December 2007 
 
Meeting of PRMIA (Professional Risk Managers’ International Association) 7 February 2008 
 
Meeting of the Abel Prize Committee  
The Abel Prize is an international prize presented annually by the King of Norway to one or 
more outstanding mathematicians. The prize is named after Norwegian mathematician Niels 
Henrik Abel (1802-1829). It has been described as the "mathematician's Nobel" prize and is 
one of the most prestigious awards in mathematics (awarded since 2003) 11-12 February 
2008 
 
What Is the Education Gospel and Why Is It Important?  
A workshop by W. Norton Grubb (University of California, Berkeley) and Marvin Lazerson 
(Central European University and University of Pennsylvania) on their book ’The Education 
Gospel: The Economic Power of Schooling’ published by Harvard University Press, 2004. 5 
March 2008 
 
’ICEA’ (Integrating Cognition, Emotion and Autonomy ) SECOND REVIEW 
MEETING 
IST 027819 ICEA (Integrating Cognition, Emotion and Autonomy) is a four-year project 
(2006-2009), funded by IST Cognitive Systems Unit. The ICEA Project is focused on brain-
inspired cognitive architectures, robotics and embodied cognition, bringing together cognitive 
scientists, neuroscientists, psychologists, computational modelers, roboticists and control 
engineers. 9-11 March 2008 
 
2008 Molecular Informatics and Bioinformatics 
International symposium organized by Paul Mezey, External Faculty. 27-29 March 2008 
  
Network Measurement Data Workshop 
Organised by Gábor Vattay, Fellow at Collegium Budapest. 7-8 April 2008 
 
Medievalism, Archaic Origins and Regimes of Historicity Alternatives to Antique 
Tradition in the Nineteenth Century in East-Central, Southeast and Northern Europe 
Workshop organized by Patrick J. Geary, UCLA, and Gábor Klaniczay, Rector of Collegium 
Budapest. 17-19 April 2008 
 
Workshop of the ’European Perspective of Student Loan Systems’ project   
The workshop was part of a project initiated by the British Council to prepare a comparative 
analysis of the British and the Hungarian models of student loans and to formulate 
recommendations to European higher education policy makers. 23 April 2008 
 



Humanists in the Court of Mathias 
Round-table discussion related to the conference on KING MATHIAS, organized by Eötvös 
Loránd University. Moderator: Gábor Klaniczay (Collegium Budapest). 23 May 2008 
 
’EU-ASEAN’ Workshop on Scientific Cooperation  
Project: Facilitating the Bi-Regional EU-ASEAN Science and Technology Dialogue (SEA-
EU-NET FP7 INCONET project). 26 May 2008 
30 June – 11 July 2008 
 
4. PUBLIC LECTURES 
 
NICOLE BÉRIOU , member of University Institute of France, Medieval History Professor at 
University Lumiere Lyon 2: Parler de Dieu en images: Le motif du Christ pélerin dans la 
prédication médiévale. 22 January 2007. 
 
NICHOLAS BARR , Professor of Public Economics at London School of Economics and 
Political Science (LSE):  Twenty-first Century Challenges to the Welfare State – Some 
Solutions.4 April 2007 
 
MARIANNA BIRNBAUM , Professor Emeritus of Literature, UCLA 
Mathias Corvinus and Janus Pannonius. Two Perceptions of Power. 23 May 2008. 
 
JÁNOS KERTÉSZ, Head of Department of Theoretical Physics and Director of the Institute 
of Physics at Budapest University of Technology and Economics: Social networks from the 
perspective of physics. 24 April 2007 
 
PÉTER MOLNÁR, Nanoscience Technology Center and Biomolecular Science Center, 
University of Central Florida: Engineered functional biological systems for toxin detection, 
drug screening, and robotics.4 May 2007 
 
EVELYNE PATLAGEAN , Professor Emerita, University, Paris X-Nanterre: On rulership 
in Early Medieval Central Europe. King Stephen's gift to the Greek nunnery in Veszprém. 1 
June 2007 
 
JONATHAN PILLOW , Postdoctoral Research Fellow at the Gatsby Computational 
Neuroscience Unit of University College London: How does the brain compute? 13 June 
2007 
 
SERGEI RODIN, Associate Professor at the Theoretical Biology Department of Beckman 
Research Institute of the City of Hope, Duarte, CA, USA: Signatures of Complementary 
Symmetry left by RNA life in the genetic code.6 November 2007 
 
TIM WYATT, CSIC Instituto de Investigaciones Marinas, Vigo, Spain. 
The phytoplankton mandala. 12 June 2008 
 
 
5. PROJECTS 
 
Astrobiology of Mars funded by the European Space Agency (ESA) (January 2004 – 
December. 2007). 
 



Cooperative Centre in the Field of Data Analysis of Communication Networks (“NAP” 
PROJECT) financed by the National Office for Research and Technology (January 2008 – 
December 2008). 
 
“ Between Home and Host Cultures: Twentieth-Century East European Writers in 
Exile”  funded by the Fritz Thyssen Foundation, organised in cooperation with the Pasts Inc. 
Institute for Historical Studies, Central European University (January 2007 – December 
2007). 
 
ECAgents (Embodied and Communicating Agents), an FP 6 project funded by the 
European Commission (January 2004 – December 2007). 
 
European Perspective of Student Loan Systems (Joint British-Hungarian Research 
Project), co-funded by the British Council, Budapest (May 2007 – April 2008)  
 
EVERGROW  (Ever-Growing Global Scale-Free Networks, their Provisioning, Repair 
and Unique Functions), an FP 6 project funded by the European Commission (January 2004 
– December 2007).  
 
INCORE (Integrating Cooperation Research across Europe) Coordination Action 
financed by the European Commission. (March 2007 – February 2010) 
 
MANMADE (Diagnosing vulnerability, emergent phenomena, and volatility in man-
made networks) an FP 6 project funded by the European Commission (January 2007 – 
December 2010). 
 
ONCE-CS, the Open Network of Centers of Excellence in Complex Systems (CS) a 
winning FP 6 project coordination action funded by the European Commission (July. 2005 – 
December 2007). 
 
QosCosGrid (Quasi-Opportunistic Supercomputing for Complex Systems in Grid 
Environments) – Focus Group titled ‘Philosophy and Praxis of Complex Systems’ an FP 
6 Project. (January 2007 – December 2009). 

SEA-EU-NET (Facilitating the Bi-Regional EU-ASEAN Science and Technology Dialogue) 
an FP 7 project funded by the European Commission (January 2008 – December 2011).  

 
6. CULTURAL EVENTS  
 
Book Presentation by János Boros and Mihály Vajda 
Ethics and Heritage: a book on the philosophy of Ágnes Heller  (selected papers presented at 
an international conference at Collegium Budapest in May 2002.) 15 February 2007 
 
Book Presentation  
„By Force of Thought - Irregular Memoirs of an Intellectual Journey by Prof. János Kornai” 
(MIT Press) Collegium Budapest Permanent Fellow Emeritus, Harvard University Allie S. 
Freed Economics Professor, Distinguished Research Professor, CEU. 6 March 2007 
 
Book launch at the Writer’s Bookshop Budapest 
Esi Edugyan: “The Second Life of Samuel Tyne”, the book is presented by Judit Friedrich 
literary historian, ELTE, within the frames of the JAK-Solitude exchange program. 23 May 
2007 
 



Solitude-fellows at the JAK Picnic in the Gödör Klub (Erzsébet tér)  
Presentation, Screening and reading of Bani Abidi, Steven Price, Esi Edugyan and Sarnath 
Bannerjee. Within the frames of the Budapest Book Week. 2 June 2007 
 
Book Presentation by János Kornai 
Szocializmus, kapitalizmus, demokrácia és rendszerváltás [Socialism, capitalism, democracy 
and the change of the system] 5 June 2007 
 
Concert of the Carion Woodwind Quintet  
organised in cooperation with the Danish Cultural Institute (Kecskemét) and the Embassy of 
Denmark. 13 June 2007 
 
Exhibition - Tihamér Bakó , a private practitioner, tutor at Eötvös Loránd University: 
Psychographics. A playback theatre piece completed the event. 3 July 2007.   
 
Concert – Musica Historica 
“Laus Pannoniae” 
Music of the age of King Mathias. 23 May 2008 
 
 
7. SUMMER INSTITUTE  
 
The "Vision Thing" - Studying Divine Intervention 
Stanford-Budapest Summer Institute - Budapest session in 2008 
The Summer Institute is sponsored by the SIAS group of institutes for advanced study, with 
the participation of ten European and ten American post-doctoral students (historians, 
anthropologists and cognitive scientists), working in the field of research on visions. They 
met first in 2007, at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS), 
Stanford, and now Collegium Budapest hosts this same group of junior scholars, who are 
working to better understand visions and their nature and impact in the history of humanity. 
 
The two conveners, Gábor Klaniczay (Rector and Permanent Fellow at Collegium Budapest, 
Professor of Medieval Studies at the Central European University) and William A. Christian 
Jr. (who was a a MacArthur Fellow in 1986, Collegium Budapest Fellow in 2001, and a 
CASBS Fellow in 2004 and) have both studied religious visions from a historical and 
anthropological perspective - Klaniczay in medieval Europe, and Christian in early modern 
and twentieth century Spain. 
 
Participants:  Éva Pócs (Ethnographical Institute, Hungarian Academy of Sciences), Galia 
Valchinova (Sofia), Elisabeth Claverie (Paris CNRS), Lehel Peti (University of Szeged), Vlad 
Naumescu (CEU, Budapest), Ágnes Hesz (University of Pécs), Knuth Graw (Catholic 
University of Leuven), Deidre de la Cruz (University of Michigen), Jalane D. Schmidt 
(University of Virginia), Janine Riviere (University of Toronto), Francesca Breida (Paris, 
EHESS), Gábor Klaniczay (Collegium Budapest), Ildikó Csepregi (CEU, Budapest), 
Jacqueline E. Jung (Yale University), Bärbel Matthei (Braunschweig University of Art), 
Balázs Gulyás (Karolinska Institut, Stockholm), Angie Heo (UCLA, Berkely), Anthony 
Shenoda (Harvard University), Amira Mittermaier (Universiy of Toronto), Katrina Olds 
(University of San Francisco), Marya Teresa Green Mercado (University of Chicago), Linda 
Jack (CASBS, Stanford), Monique Scheer (Universität Tübingen), William A. Christian Jr. 
(Independent Scholar, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria), Xenia von Tippelskirch (Paris, EHESS), 
Ana Ofak (Humboldt Universität Berlin), Salvador Jiménez Murguia (CSU San Bernardino). 
 30 June – 11 July 2008 
 


